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roblems at the Oswegoland Park Dis-
Saa-Wee-Kee Park have not been
but park district officials say they

ire working on solutions.

Park district director Bert Gray told
park board members last Thursday that he
and other district staffers met with repre-
sentatives of the Nlinois Attoraey Gen-
eral's office and the Nlinois Envirohmen-
tal Protection Agency (IEPA) on Aug.
14 ;o discuss the ongoing cleanup of the

property. .
paéaa-w -Ket is a heavily wooded 160
acve parcel jocated just sonth of Oswego
along the banks of the Fox River, A
former gravel mine, the land was once

- owned by the state of Hlinols, and was

< the site of a municipal dump operated by

the village of Qswego and the city of
Yorkville from the 19405 to the 1960s.
& was desded to the Oswegoland Park
Diswict in 1963 for development as &
natural areas park. o
. However, residents living along Sun-
\\d@:g; Lane arct Minkler 1:;R‘load in the area
k began complaining twa years
mf?me p:;g:a:was gonmm%naxed with
dous waste end was too dangerous
‘for the public @ uss due o rubbish scat-
tered on the ground throughout the prop-

g::bscqncndy, the IEPA the LS,

3 EPA; the lilinois Department of Public

“Health, and othex regulatory agencies dis-

‘that some steel drums buried on’

53] contained dried paint with
of lead now consi%irﬁd hazardous
federal and stawe guidstines,

of 56 of the drums were re-

‘the park district last winter.
itk Board membecs that he
rs met with Kevin
Iinois Auomey General's
Retslaf of the IEPA

trict is now working to draw up
pliance plan on areas of
aswell as by the

Gray said the district has 30 days from -

Aug. 14 10 draw up the plan and send it
1o the attorney |

geaenal's office,
*I am feeling positive that some of the

smaller issues-if ¥ can call them that~are
solveable,” Gray said, "We are hopelul
we can start checking some of these
items off" :

Following the first meeting, Gray said,
district employees met with another pair
of IEPA representstives, one {rom
Springfield and one {rom the IEPA's
Maywood offics.

Gray said that Hines told the IEPA rep-
resentatives that all communications and
orders 1o e park district concerniog Saa-
Wee-Kes have 1o go through the attorney
general’s office,

"You have i undersand that thérs was
no coordination and that the IEPA people
from-Springfield did not know the atior-
ney gencral’s peaple would be out there,"
Gray reported. “The attomey general’s of-
fice did not have any information on why
the people wers coming up from Spring-
fiald, {Hines] was very clear that all ac-
uons, peemissions for actions, things
;2;3: nesd 10 be done are going through

ine.* e

Cray seid (he balance of the afternoon
was spent showing the Springfield IEPA
group around the site, which they had not
szen before. He said they took samples of
the semi-liguid leachate seeping from the
grouad in the dump area in order (o run
chemical pests. The léachate has been
testzd two times befors withomt finding
much besides levels of meials such as
iron and trace amounts of silver, but the
TEPA r2ps promised the sew tests would
be more campreheasive,

Gray said that es of Thursday, the dis»
trict had not beard about any test resulis

or any fusther information from the two .

¢lors.
Gy noted that district crews had
picked up debris from the surface of the

concern ‘that - direcizd the dismict to on]
-must be approved ﬁfemy,xm

m-&k&nmﬁe

irie Polnt Center for dis-

pasal, The TEPA, he said, objected and
sit the
items in & dumpster on the park site.
However, Gray said, the four day surface
S‘laan-np had been completed by the time

& agency com|
CGray said |

the waming signs pro-

. posed 1o be Installed at he park designed”

‘1o keap visitors out of areas with surface’
or hazardous malgrials hazards have besn
installed, except one sign that will be
erected when'the clean-up of several old
Jonke vehicle chassis on the site is com-
pleted, The'materal is being remaved by
a local metal scavenger. Gray said the
sign would have stood a good chance of

being damaged if it had been installed”

prior 1o the material being removed.

The sigus warn: "Caution. Hazards
may exist off marked trails, Pleass stay
on marked trails.® On the trails, other
signs war; "Stay on trails,”

Gray said the park district liability
surance camrier feels the signs as
protection for park visitors, and Id
e disirict fencing porlions of the 12

acre site which is of concern o the IEPA |

and other agencies is not necessary.

Gray said that quotes on fencing costs
and recommendations of the best kind of
fencing for the task of keeping visitors
out of areas that may contain hazards are
now being sought from fencing compa-
nies,

"Any fencing options will be included
in our comprehensive plan that will be
filed with the Ilinols Altormey General's
affice,” Gy said.

He noted te distict is prolibited from
doing anything at-the site--including
erecung warmning fences or signg--without
the altomey general's approval.

£ cel i g WGt gy
Residents seek
more information

In other related buginess, Ramona Ca-
palby, a resident living near Saa-Wee-Keo
Park submitied thres Iilinols Freadom of
Information Act requests for park district
documents.

quested the information. He sug
would have the report comp
couple of weeks,® S
The other two reports, Gray said. s
commissioned for the: dis :
and wera not in the park i
siqn. % aery
"I do not lt}zzwe gxem. 50 1 canno
lease them,” he sai A
At Thursday's mesting, Capalby's
band, Wayne, told Gray he had 2 nr
of documents on Saa-Wee-Kes and

property’s history he -had obtained |

the stats of lilinois through Freedol
Information Act requests. by
the documets proved the park disra
fused offers of & free cisan-up of

dump sits in the carly 19808 =~
Gray requested copies of C&
docaments, and offered oallow €3
immediate use of the park district’s
“to duplicate the documents. Capalb;
fused to allow the docaments
copied or to copy them himself,

having problems m#

the San-Wee-Kee Park ires
Saa-Wee-Kee Park

Hambly, who attended la

Oswegoland Park Diswrictboard

gave park district direct

Copy of a mema wilién by

Carr of the Yllincis Department o

servation (IDOC) notdtg

Owns 16 acres of pro

Wee-Kee, and that

o state-owned land.

¢cbris, incloding
the swiace on 8¢ 1D

with glass, garbage, and
Carr recommended th
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